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Mucosal

Glabrous portion of lips

Glabrous portion of genital skin



Challenges - mucosal

• Few studies, all limited by sample size
• Studies use different methodologies and 

dermoscopic features; no consensus on 
nomenclature

• Malignant lesions in studies are usually 
pa=ent-detected and/or advanced
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Dots / Globules

Lin J et al, Br J Dermatol 2009



Lower lip
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Dots / Globules

Ferrari A et al, Arch  Dermatol 2008
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Structureless/Homogenous

Lin J et al, Br J Dermatol 2009





Structureless – variant

Ferrari A et al, Arch Derm 2008
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Circles: Ring-like pattern

Lin J et al, Br J Dermatol 2009



Ferrari A et al, Arch Dermatol 2008

Ring-like pattern



Ring-like pattern variant
(half circles = “fish-scale”)

Lin J et al, Br J Dermatol 2009
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Fingerprint-like (parallel) pattern

Lines: (parallel)

Lin J et al, Br J Dermatol 2009



Lines: (parallel)

Vulva



Lines: (parallel)



Lines: (reticular)

Ferrari A et al, Arch Dermatol 2008



Accuracy of dermoscopy of mucosal lesions
 an IDS multi-centric study

Best diagnostic model for melanoma– 

• Presence of structureless zones inside the lesion 
 +

• Blue, gray, or white color (more than 2 colors)

100% sensitivity for melanoma and 82% specificity

Blum A et al, Arch Dermatol 2011
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• Lines & structureless
• white & gray colors + brown, black



Special circumstances
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Nevus in LS&A



Challenges - mucosal
• Few studies, all limited by sample size
• Studies use different methodologies and 

dermoscopic features; nomenclature not 
universally accepted

• Malignant lesions in studies are clinically 
detected at late-stage





• Blue, gray, or white color 
• Sensitivity: 100%; Specificity: 64.3%

• Asymmetric, disorganized  appearance
– Generally ≥ 2-3 colors and ≥ 2 structures

Blum A et al, Arch Dermatol 2011

Criteria for mucosal melanoma
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Save the Date for

GRAND CANYON
June 12-15, 2024

Northern Arizona University High Country Conference Center, Flagstaff, AZ

Register at:  Americandermoscopy.com
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